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I. REAL PARTY TN INTEREST 

The real party in interest is AVERY DENNISON CORPORATION ("Avery"). This 
application was originally assigned to Avery by an assignment of the original priority 
application, which the Patent Office recorded on April 1, 2005, beginning at reel 016416, Frame 
0904. 

II. RELATED APPEALS AND INTERFERENCES 
None. 

III. STATUS OF CLAIMS 

The following is a statement of the status of all the claims, pending or cancelled. Only 
some of the rejected claims are hereby appealed. 

Claims 1, 2, 5-8, 10-14, 17-19, and 28-31 are rejected. 

Claims 3, 4, 9, 15, 16, 20-27 are cancelled. 

The claims on appeal are: Claims 1,13, 28, 30, and 31. 
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IV. STATUS OF AMENDMENTS 

The Applicants filed a first amendment dated June 23, 2006. That amendment was 
accorded a filing date of June 27, 2006. In response to that Amendment, the Examiner issued a 
Final Office Action. No further amendments were filed. Consequently, the claims that are 
currently pending are those submitted with the amendment filed June 27, 2006. 
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V. SUMMARY OF THE CLAIMED SUBJECT MATTER 

The following is a concise explanation of the invention defined in the independent claims 
involved in the appeal, referring to the specification by page and line number, and to the 
drawings by reference characters, as appropriate. It is to be understood that any reference to a 
specific embodiment of the invention in the specification and/or drawings is not intended to limit 
the scope of the claims. For purposes of being concise, not all of the claims are summarized, and 
a full understanding of the invention must be gained by study of the specification and claims. 

The application is directed to a particular label construction which the Applicants have 
termed a send-reply label. A label sheet has special cuts such that after being printed upon such 
as by a desktop printer, the send-reply label may be removed and adhered to a first envelope or 
package to provide the "firom" address, and then, after the addressee has received the envelope or 
package and wishes to mail a response, the addressee can easily peel off an inner label that 
contains the "From" address and adhere that label to a retum envelope or package as the new 
"To" address. In other words, a single label construction provides both the original "From" 
mailing address for a first mailing, and a subsequent "To" mailing label for the reply. 
Alternatively, the present invention could provide both the "To" address for the mailing of a first 
envelope, and the "From" address for a second envelope. Altematively still, the present 
invention could provide both the original "To" address and the reply "From" address (or vice 
versa) for a subsequent mailing or shipment of the same envelope or package when it is 
forwarded or sent back by the original addressee. Whether used in any or all of those ways, the 
present invention makes it easier for the original addressee to send his or her reply in the mail. 

An example of the label being used is shown in Fig. 4 which is reproduced below. 
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John Doe 
1 Any Road 
Any, Town 00000 



FIG. 4A 



Fia4B 



^^^^ 



Fig. 4A shows the present invention being used to provide the "From" address in a first 
mailing of an envelope. Fig. 4B shows the inner label being used to provide the "To" address in 
a reply mailing of that same envelope. 

A cross section of the label construction is shown below: 
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Before discussing the claims, it may be useful to discuss terminology within the label 
construction arts. A typical label sheet, such as a 8-1/2" x 11 " sheet containing multiple mailing 
labels and which can be printed on using a desktop printer, includes a "face stock" layer adhered 
to a "liner sheet" layer, with multiple die cuts in the facestock layer to define a number of 
removable labels. One popular size label sheet contains 30 labels pre-cut into an 8-1/2" x 11" 
sheet, and is typically used to print mailing labels. The term "face stock" refers to the material 
which is to be printed upon. That face stock layer is usually opaque paper, but can be other types 
of material such as clear mylar. The "liner sheet" refers to the sheet of material on the backside 
of the label sheet. The liner sheet typically includes a thin layer of release material such as 
silicone on it. After printing the label sheet in a printer, a label is peeled away fi*om the release 
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liner sheet, leaving a sticky-backed label that can then be adhered to an object such as an 
envelope. The terms "face stock/' and "liner" or "release liner member," are used in the claims 
consistent with the foregoing terminology. 

Claim 1 

Independent claim 1 generally relates to a particular label construction with mailing 
information printed on it. The construction includes a face stock layer (24, 12; specification at p. 
7, lines 19 and 21) that is backed with an adhesive (22; p. 7, line 19). The face stock layer (24, 
12) has a pattem of cuts (16, 18; p. 7, lines 16 and 24) in it that defines a removable sub-label 
(14; p. 7, line 26). The removable sub-label (14) has mailing information (see Fig. 4A, 4B) 
printed on it (p. 12, lines 23-24). A release liner member (between the lines R-R, hereafter 
simply "R-R") backs and extends beyond the removable sub-label (14) and backs less than the 
entire area of the face stock layer (24, 12) (p. 10, lines 23-25). This construction, together with 
the mailing information printed on it, allows the face stock layer (12) with the maiUng 
information on it and part of the release liner member (R-R) to be adhered via the adhesive to a 
first object to be mailed to provide mailing information for the first object. The removable sub- 
label (14) may subsequently be removed fi"om the release liner member (R-R) by peeling it 
away, and adhered to a second object to be mailed to provide mailing information for that second 
object. 

Claim 13 

Independent claim 13 relates to a label construction that includes a face stock layer (24) 
that is back with adhesive (22). A first cut pattem (16) in the face stock layer and the adhesive 
defines an outer label (12). A second cut pattem (18) in the face stock layer and the adhesive 
defines an inner label (14) within the outer label (12). Mailing information (see Fig. 4A, 4B) is 
printed on the inner label (p. 12, lines 23-24). A release liner member (20) is applied to the 
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adhesive. A third cut pattern (R) in the release liner member (20) defines an area (R-R) of the 
release liner member (20) that backs and extends beyond the inner label (14), and that backs less 
than an entire area of the face stock layer and the adhesive (12). 
Claim 28 

Independent claim 28 relates to a send-reply label that has a printed facestock layer, and 
two liner sheets with respective adhesive layers. The construction is shown in Figure 6, and is 
described on pp. 11-12 of the specification. The addition of the second liner sheet, with 
associated cuts, allows the send-reply label of claim 28 to be used a total of three times, rather 
than the two times provided by the invention as previously described. 




ne us 



In the construction as claimed in claim 28, the multi-layer label assembly (100) includes 
a face stock layer (118) coated with adhesive (120) and backed with a first release liner (122). A 
second release liner (126) backs the first release liner (122), with the two liner layers (122, 126) 
being separated by a layer of adhesive (124). 

A first line of weakness pattem (114) extends through the face stock layer (118) and 
through the first release liner layer (122), to - but not through - the second release liner layer 
(126). That first line of weakness pattem (114) defines a first removable label (102). 
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A second line of weakness pattern (110) within the first Une of weakness pattern (114) 
extends through the face stock layer (118) to - but not through - the first release liner layer 
(122). That second line of weakness pattern (110) defines a second removable label (104). 

A third line of weakness pattern (116) in the second release liner (126) extends through 
the second release liner (116) but not the face stock layer (118). That third line (116) is disposed 
intermediate to the first and second lines of weakness pattems (114, 110). 

A fourth line of weakness pattern (108) extends through the face stock layer (118), and 
defines a third removable label portion (106). 

A fifth line of weakness pattem (112) in the first release liner (122) is disposed 
intermediate to the second and fourth lines of weakness pattems (110, 108). 

Mailing information is printed on the third removable label portion (106). 

Claim 30 

Independent claim 30 is a method claim that recites a structure for a send label that 
includes an inner label, an outer label, and a release liner adhered to both labels; and further 
recites the steps of printing mailing information on the inner label and then removing the send 
label and placing it on a first object to be mailed. 

Claim 31 

Dependent claim 31 depends from independent method claim 30, and adds the steps of 
mailing the first object, then removing the inner label from the send label, and adhering the inner 
label to a second object to be mailed to provide mailing information thereon. 

While this Summary summarizes in a non-limiting manner major aspects of the 
independent claims, other aspects are found in the specification and claims, which are attached in 
the Appendix of Claims Involved in the Appeal. 
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VI. GROUNDS OF REJECTION TO BE REVIEWED ON APPEAL 

•i 

The grounds of rejection to be reviewed on appeal are as follows: 
A. Rejection of Claims 1 and 30-31 Under 35 USC 102(b) for Anticipation bv 
Aovagi (4.032.679) 

Claims 1 and 30-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) for anticipation by Aoyagi 

(4,032,679). The Examiner contends that: 

Aoyagi relates to a multi-removable label construction (figure-2) 
comprising a face stock layer (21) that is backed with adhesive (22), a cut pattem 
(24) in the face stock layer that defines a removable sub-label (21a) within said 
face stock layer, a release liner member (23) that backs and extends beyond said 
removable sub-label, and that backs less than the entire area of the face stock 
layer (extends up to 25). 

The sub-label is imprinted and the adhesive is pressure sensitive adhesive 
(abstract). 

Aoyagi also teaches the method for re-using a portion of the label. 

As for the presence of mailing information print, it is understood that the 
presence of printed information (as the sub-label is imprinted) will include 
mailing information as it is considered to be printed information. 

The intended use phrase such as "may be" and the functional phrases 
"whereby" have not been given any patentable weight because said phrases are 
not found to be of positive limitations. 

The Examiner further states, in his response to Applicant's argument submitted in the 

most recent Amendment, that: 

Applicant[*s argument] that both Aoyagi and Stipek fails to teach the 
printing of mailing information on the labels ... is not found to be convincing 
because both Aoyagi and Stipek anticipates the label structure as claimed, 
including information printed thereon. 

As for the information being mailing information, it is understood by the 
examiner that the information printed would include mailing information as the 
mailing information is considered to be printed information. 

(Final Office Action, at page 3, paragraph 8) 
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B. Rejection of Claims 1. 13. and 30-31 Under 35 USC 102(b) for Anticipation bv 

Stipek (3.914.483) 

Claims 1,13, and 30-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Stipek (3914483). The Examiner contends that: 

Stipek relates to a multi-removable label construction (figure- 1) 
comprising a facestock layer (17) that is backed with adhesive (19), a cut pattern 
(23) in the facestock layer that defines a removable sub-label (13) within said 
facestock layer, a release liner member (25) that backs and extends beyond said 
removable sub-label, and that backs less than the entire area of the facestock layer 
(figure- 1). 

Figure- 1 shows that the label is imprinted. 

The facestock layer comprises pressure sensitive adhesive coated paper 
(col. 1, lines 51-54). 

The construction of figure- 1 shows that the label comprises a plurality of 

labels. 

Further, the multi-label sheet assembly comprises a first removable label 
(13), a second removable label (41) that is formed within the first removable label 
(figures 1 and 2). 

Stipek also teaches a method of re-using a portion of the label comprising 
the steps of providing the label, attaching the first label to a first substrate (figure- 
3), removing at least one second label and attaching it to a second substrate 
(figure-4). 

Regarding the print being mailing information, it is understood by the 
examiner that the presence of printed information of the facestock would include 
mailing information as it is considered to printed information. 

The intended use phrase such as "may be", "to be mailed", etc. and the 
functional phrases "whereby" have not been given any patentable weight because 
said phrases are not found to be of positive limitations. 

(Final Office Action, at page 4, paragraph 9) 
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C. Rejection of Claim 28 Under 35 USC 103fal for Obviousness Over Stipek in 

View of Rawlings (6J70.879) 
Claim 28 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Stipek in view of 
Rawlings (6,170,879). The Examiner contends that: 

Stipek, as discussed above, fails to teach the presence of a second release 
liner backing the first release liner. Rawlings relates to a piggy-back label 
construction comprising a first release liner backed by a second release liner as 
shown in figure-3. therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the at to utilize Rawlings' teaching of using a second release liner backing 
the first release liner in the invention of Stipek with the motivation to provide for 
re-usability of the label. Regarding the presence of fourth and fifth lines of 
weaknesses of claim 28, it would have been obvious duplication of parts, absent 
any showing of criticality by the applicant. 

(Final Office Action at pages 6-7, paragraph 13). 

// 
// 
// 
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VII. ARGUMENT 

This application is directed to a send-reply label. The send-reply label generally 
comprises a label that may be printed upon such as by a desktop printer, removed and adhered to 
a first object to be mailed, and an inner label thereafter removed and placed on a second object to 
be mailed such that a recipient of the first package or envelope can simply remove the inner label 
off the package and place it on a reply package or envelope for mailing. 

Claims 1, 13, 28, and 30-31 are at issue in this appeal. Those claims are variously 
rejected as anticipated and/or rendered obvious by Aoyagi (4,032,679), Stipek (3,914,483), and 
Rawlings (6,170,879), in various combinations. 

A. The Prior Art 

Before discussing the claims and the rejections in detail, it may be helpful to review the 
two prior art references principally relied upon by the Examiner. 
1. Aovagi (4,032,679) 

Aoyagi, entitled simply "Sticker," discloses a set of circular stickers that have a round 
central portion 21a and an annual outer portion 21b, with the annular portion 21b being detached 
from the corresponding sticker 21a, and the annular pieces being used for a seal on packages of 
medicine and the like, and the corresponding pieces 23a attached to an invoice which is sent to 
the recipient of the medicine packages so that the recipient can correlate the invoice to the 
received package of medicine (colunm 2, lines 25-38). Aoyagi further suggests that the round 
sticker and annular portion can provide a circular opening seal for a can of "granular cleaner" 
(presumably, scouring powder such AJAX® brand cleanser) so that the can of powder can be 
repeatedly opened and re-sealed (column 2, line 66 - column 3, line 25). All figures (Figures 1- 
6) fi-om Aoyagi are reproduced below. 
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Figures 1-6 of Aoyagi (4,032,679) 

Aoyagi does not mention any uses for his round stickers that relate in any way to mailing, 
or providing reusable mailing labels such as the unique and easy to use send-reply labels as 
claimed. 

2. Stipek (3.914.483) 
Stipek discloses a roll of labels which can be used as coupons or decorative stickers 
(Abstract), with the overall sticker being stuck on one object, and a number of different inner 
stickers with different artistic decorations thereon being removed and applied to an object to be 
decorated with the various decorative stickers. Figures 1-3 are reproduced below. 
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Figures 1-3 of Stipek (3,941,483) 



Stipek suggests that his structure would be particularly useful as coupons, or, for labeling 
sub-parts of packages, (column 2, lines 49-53) Stipek neither discloses nor suggests that 
mailing information should be printed on the decorative stickers, or that the stickers could be 
used as send-reply labels. Stipek does not mention mailing or addressing anywhere in the patent. 

B. The Claims 

1. Claim 1 

a. Rejection of Claim 1 as Anticipated by Aoyagi (4,032,679) 
Claim 1 is rejected as anticipated by Aoyagi (4,032,679). The Examiner contends that 
Aoyagi discloses the physical structure of the claimed invention. In addition to disclosing 
particular physical structure, however, the claim also recites the positive limitation that the 
structure: 

ha[s] mailing information printed thereon . . . 

whereby the face stock layer and release liner member may be adhered via 
the adhesive to a first object to be mailed providing mailing information for said 
first object, and said removable sub-label thereafter may be removed from said 
release liner member and adhered to a second object to be mailed to provide 
mailing information for said second object. 
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With respect to those important limitations, the Examiner states rather vaguely that: 

As for the presence of mailing information print, it is understood that the presence of 
printed information (as the sub-label is imprinted) will include mailing information as it 
is considered to be printed information. 

(Final Office Action at page 3, paragraph 8). 

Applicants disagree. It is unclear to the imdersigned exactly what the Examiner's 
position is, but the Examiner appears to be arguing that because Aoyagi discloses printing 
something on his round stickers such as medicine packaging information, that it follows that 
Aoyagi necessarily discloses printing any and all possible information on the stickers including 
mailing information as claimed by Applicant. That reasoning is not sound. That same line of 
reasoning could be extended to reject every claimed invention on the basis of any reference no 
matter how irrelevant. For example, the Examiner could argue for any given invention and any 
arbitrarily chosen reference, "As for the Applicant's claimed structure, it is understood that the 
cited prior art reference discloses a structure, and the Applicant's claimed structure is understood 
to be one type of structure. Therefore, the structure claims are anticipated under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 102(b) by the cited reference." 

Applicants point out that the Examiner did not reject claim 1 as obvious under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 103(a). If the Examiner had issued an obviousness rejection. Applicants could then address 
any reasoning on which the § 103(a) rejection were based. The Examiner, however, has rejected 
the claim only as anticipated under § 102(b) by Aoyagi. Aoyagi, however, does not disclose or 
suggest a label with "mailing information printed thereon" . . . whereby the structure provides a 
convenient send-reply label, as claimed. The claim as currently presented is not anticipated by 
Aoyagi. The claim rejection should be overturned for at least that reason. The claim is also not 
rendered obvious by Aoyagi, which has nothing to do with providing mailing information. 
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b. Rejection of Claim 1 as Anticipated bv Stipek (3.914,483) 
Claim 1 is further rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by Stipek 
(3,914,483). With respect to the important limitations discussed above with respect to mailing 
information being printed on the label so as to create a removable and repositionable mailing 
address label, the Examiner makes the same contention with respect to Stipek as with respect to 
Aoyagi, namely: 

Regarding the print being mailing information, it is understood by the examiner that the 
presence of printed information of the facestock would include mailing information as it 
is considered to printed information. 

Once again, the Examiner appears to be assuming that disclosure of printing anything 
including the decorative designs on Stipek' s decorative labels necessarily discloses printing 
everything on decorative labels. Applicants respectfully but strongly disagree for the same 
reasons as stated above with respect to Aoyagi's medicine labels / scouring powder closures. 

2. Claim 13 

Claim 13 recites a structure somewhat similar to the structure recited in claim 1, the 
structure including an inner label and an outer label created by cut pattems in a facestock layer 
above a release liner member adhered to the facestock layer via adhesive. Claim 13 recites that 
the inner label has "mailing information printed thereon." 

Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as anticipated by Stipek. The Examiner 
contends: 

Regarding the print being mailing information, it is understood by the examiner 
that the presence of printed information of the facestock would include mailing 
information as it is considered to printed information. 

(Final Office Action at page 4, paragraph 9). 

Once again, the Examiner has interpreted Stipek' s disclosure of decorative designs on 

labels as somehow constituting a disclosure of mailing information on the inner label, while in 
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fact Stipek never mentions or suggests mailing information on the labels or using one of his 
decorative labels to provide a reusable mailing label such as a convenient send-reply label. 
3. Claim 28 

Claim 28 relates to a send-reply label that includes a single facestock sheet and two 
release liners, so that the label can be re-used for a total of three different mailings. The claim 
recites the structure of the two release liner layers, and the single face stock layer, with adhesive 
between the layers, and recites particular die cuts through the various layers at various places in 
order to create the three-times usable send-reply label. 

Claim 28 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Stipek in view of 
Rawlings (6,170,879). The Examiner contends that: 

Stipek, as discussed above, fails to teach the presence of a second release 
liner backing the first release liner. RawHngs relates to a piggy-back label 
construction comprising a first release liner backed by a second release liner as 
shown in figure-3. therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the at to utilize Rawlings* teaching of using a second release liner backing 
the first release liner in the invention of Stipek with the motivation to provide for 
re-usability of the label. Regarding the presence of fourth and fifth lines of 
weaknesses of claim 28, it would have been obvious duplication of parts, absent 
any showing of criticality by the applicant. 

(Final Office Action at pages 6-7, paragraph 13). 

Applicants respectfiiUy disagree. Rawlings relates to a structure which involves rather 
complex manufacturing steps to produce a piggyback label (i.e., a label-on-a-label) which may 
be placed on a package, and then the top label may be peeled away to reveal a second recipient 
address label underneath the first address label so that the same package can be re-shipped to a 
new recipient. (Col. 2, lines 28-32; col. 2, lines 46-51) Rawlings's structure involves pre- 
printing the second address 22 atop the liner 20 during the manufacturing process of the laminate 
14. (Col. 2, lines 52-55) Because Rawlings requires pre-printing of the second label, Rawlings 
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does not relate to the send-reply label of the present invention which may be sold in blank form 
and thereafter printed upon by a personal computer using a desktop printer. Additionally, 
Rawlings relates to a single label construction to be placed on a package, with a layer peeled 
away to reveal a second address below the first address. This is the exact opposite of the present 
invention, which provides a single label which can be removed from a first package and then 
placed on a second package to provide the same address as first a send address and then a reply 
address, and in the case of claim 28 can be removed yet again and provide the same address on a 
third package. The claimed construction is far more than mere duplication of parts, and would 
not be rendered obvious by the much different construction of Rawlings, which must be 
manufactured and pre-printed by a much different process, and which is used in a much different 
way to produce the exact opposite result. 

4. Claims 30 and 31 
Claim 30 and 31 are method claims directed to a method of printing and using a send- 
reply label. Claim 30 recites: 

30. A method for printing and using a send-reply label comprising: 
providing a facestock sheet having ... [a particular recited structure]; 
printing mailing information on said inner label; and 
removing said send label and adhering said send label to a first object to 
be mailed to provide said mailing information thereon. 

Claim 3 1 depends from claim 30, and add the steps of: 
maiHng said first object; 

removing said inner label of said send label from said first object; and 
adhering said inner label to a second object to be mailed to provide said 
. mailing information thereon. 
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The Examiner has rejected claims 30 and 3 1 as a group with claim 1 . The Examiner 

contends that claims 30 and 31 including the recited method steps are anticipated by Aoyagi and 

Stipek. The only statement by the Examiner regarding where the recited method steps are found 

within the cited references is: 

As for the presence of mailing information print, it is understood that the presence of 
printed information (as the sub-label is imprinted) will include mailing information as it 
is considered to be printed information. 

(Final Office Action at page 3, paragraph 8). 

Applicants respectfully but strongly disagree that the recited steps are disclosed and 

hence anticipated by Aoyagi or Stipek. As pointed out above with respect to claim 1, Aoyagi 

suggests using a round sticker and a corresponding annular outer sticker on two different items 

(e.g., a medicine package and an invoice corresponding to the medicine) in order for someone to 

be able to correlate the invoice to the medicine received, or using the round sticker as a 

resealable closure for a can of "granular cleaner" (apparently, scouring powder such as AJAX® 

brand cleanser). Aoyagi nowhere discloses, and in no way suggests, the recited method steps of: 

printing mailing information on said inner label; and 

removing said send label and adhering said send label to a first object to 
be mailed to provide said mailing information thereon. 

as recited in claim 30, or the further method steps of: 
mailing said first object; 

removing said inner label of said send label from said first object; and 
adhering said inner label to a second object to be mailed to provide said 
mailing information thereon. 

as recited in claim 3 1 . 

Nor does Stipek with his disclosure of removable decorative labels disclosure or suggest 
the above important steps, and the Examiner does not state where Stipek contains any such 
disclosure. 
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CONCLUSION 



For the foregoing reasons, it is submitted that the present invention as claimed is not 
anticipated or rendered obvious by any of the cited references taken either singly or in 
combination. Appellant respectfully requests reversal of the rejection of the appealed claims. 
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VIIL CLAIMS APPENDIX - THE CLAIMS ON APPEAL 

1 . A multi-removable label construction comprising: 
a face stock layer that is backed with adhesive; 

a cut pattern in the face stock layer that defines a removable sub-label within said 
face stock layer, said removable sub-layer having mailing information printed thereon; 

a release liner member that backs and extends beyond said removable sub-label, 
and that backs less than the entire area of the face stock layer; 

whereby the face stock layer and release liner member may be adhered via the 
adhesive to a first object to be mailed to provide mailing information for said first object, 
and said removable sub-label thereafter may be removed from said release liner member 
and adhered to a second object to be mailed to provide mailing information for said 
second object. 

13. A multi-removable label construction comprising: 
a face stock layer that is backed with adhesive; 

a first cut pattem in the face stock layer and the adhesive that defines an outer 

label; 

a second cut pattem in the face stock layer and the adhesive that defines at least 
one inner label withm said outer label, said inner label having mailing information 
printed thereon; 

a release liner member applied to the adhesive; and 

a third cut pattem in the release liner member that backs and extends beyond said 
inner label, and that backs less than an entire area of the face stock layer and the 
adhesive. 

28. A multi-layer label assembly comprising: 
a face stock layer coated with adhesive; 

.said face stock layer being backed with a first release liner layer; 
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a second release liner layer backing said first release liner; a layer of adhesive 
between said first and second release liner layers; 

a first line of weakness pattern in said face stock layer defining a first removable 
label, said first line of weakness extending through the face stock layer and the first 
release liner layer to the second release liner layer; 

a second line of weakness pattern within said first line of weakness pattern 
defining a second removable label, said second line of weakness extending through said 
face stock layer to the first release liner layer; 

a third line of weakness pattern in said second release liner, said third line of 
weakness pattem being intermediate to said first and second line of weakness patterns, 
said third line of weakness pattem extending through the release liner but not the face 
stock layer; 

a fourth line of weakness pattem in said face stock layer, said fourth line of 
weakness pattem extending through said face stock layer, said fourth line of weakness 
pattem defining a third removable label portion, said fourth line of weakness being within 
said second line of weakness pattem; 

a fifth line of weakness pattem in said first release liner, said fifth line of weakness 
pattem being intermediate to said fourth line of weakness pattem and said second line of 
weakness pattem; and 

mailing information printed on said third removable label portion; 

whereby the second and third removable label portions may be adhered to a first 
object to be mailed to provide a send address label thereon, and after the object has been 
received by a recipient the third removable label portion may be removed and placed 
elsewhere to provide a reply address label. 

30. A method for printing and using a send-reply label comprising: 
providing a facestock sheet having: 

an outer label formed in said facestock sheet and an inner 
label formed via a die cut within said outer label; and 
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a release liner sheet adhesively adhered to said inner and 
outer labels via a releasable adhesive, said release liner sheet having 
a die cut therein disposed generally outside of said inner label and 
inside of said outer label to form a releasable liner member; 

said inner label, said outer label, and said releasable liner 
member forming a send label; 
printing mailing information on said inner label; and 
removing said send label and adhering said send label to a first object to be 
mailed to provide said mailing information thereon. 

3 1 . The method of claim 30 further comprising: 
mailing said first object; 

removing said inner label of said send label from said first object; and 
adhering said inner label to a second object to be mailed to provide said mailing 
information thereon. 
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IX. EVIDENCE APPENDIX 

The evidence relied upon comprises the references currently relied upon by the 
Examiner, specifically, the following U.S. Patents: 

4,032,679 Aoyagi 

3,914,483 Stipek 

6,170,879 Rawlings 

A copy of each reference relied upon by the Examiner is attached hereto on the 
following pages. 
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X. RELATED PROCEEDINGS APPENDIX 

There are no related proceedings. 
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